i4      THE MASTER OF THE HILL

that colony in Connecticut where he dwelt.
The most dramatic single event in his career
had to do with the aftermath of the Crom-
wellian period in England and the attempts
of Charles II, when he was restored to the
throne, to punish on both sides of the Atlantic
certain of the men who had brought about
his father's execution. The judges who had
passed the sentence of death upon Charles I
were excluded from the general amnesty pro-
claimed to most of the party of the Common-
wealth; and three of these, Edward Whalley,
.William Goffe and John Dixwell, had come to
Connecticut and sought refuge near New
Haven. Governor Endicott, in Boston, sent
two commissioners to apprehend these regi-
cides, and they set out in 1661 to discharge
that commission. But when they got to
Guilford where the fugitives were supposed
to be concealed, they found that the quarry
had fled; and in the report which they sub-
mitted to Governor Endicott they declared:

our certain knowledge, one John
Meigs was sent a horseback before us, and
by his speedy going so early before day, he
gave them information so that they escaped

us."

The John Meigs, therefore, who was nof
averse to fighting his own battles at law was
man of mark in many aspects of the life of      One of the witnesses testified that he had
